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 Summary 
 

1 General information on the statistics Page 2 
Statistical population: migration statistics cover all arrivals and departures across municipal or federal 
borders involving a transfer of the main or sole residence in the reference period. 
Statistical units: a migration move is considered to refer to any arrival or departure across municipal or 
federal borders caused by the following reasons: moving into a sole or main residence, moving out of 
a sole or main residence, changing the housing status from second residence to sole or main 
residence across the municipal border 
Reference area: territory of the Federal Republic of Germany according to the List of Municipalities of 
the statistical offices of the Federation and the Länder as at the relevant month, Länder, 
administrative districts 
Frequency of data collection: monthly and/or yearly, depending on the variable 
Reference period: month and year 

2 Content and user needs Page 2 
Statistical presentation: day of moving in or out or of changing housing status, old and new place of 
residence (municipality if the place of residence is in the domestic territory, country if the place of 
residence is abroad), housing status (main or sole residence), sex, age, marital status, citizenship, 
place and country of birth, legal affiliation with a religious society under public law, day of preceding 
departure to abroad (in case of arrival from abroad), day of preceding arrival from abroad (in case of 
departure to abroad), the fact of ex officio registration or deregistration 
Classification system: Official List of Municipalities of the statistical offices of the Federation and the 
Länder (GV-ISys) and Classification of States and Territories of the Federal Statistical Office 
User needs: ministries and authorities, municipalities, international organisations, business 
associations, the media and the press, individuals 

3 Methodology Page 2 
Source data: this is a complete enumeration based on administrative data (secondary data). It is 
based on the registrations and deregistrations, which are recorded by the registration offices of the 
Länder in accordance with the registration regulations. 
Data collection: the data are transmitted by the registration authorities to the statistical offices of the 
Länder, where they are checked. The Federal Statistical Office receives data material from the 
statistical offices of the Länder and produces the federal result. 

4 Accuracy and reliability Page 2 
Overall accuracy: the quality of the secondary data for statistical purposes is generally considered to 
be good. The figures on departures are considered less reliable than those on arrivals. 
Non-sampling error: a major source of error is that people do not deregister when moving abroad. 
Such undercoverage is reduced if the registration authorities deregister ex officio the persons no 
longer living at an address. It cannot be quantified how many departures are not covered. 

5 Timeliness and punctuality Page 2 
Timeliness of results: monthly results are available about three and a half months after the end of the 
relevant month, the annual result in July of the subsequent year. 
Punctuality: the monthly and annual results for 2021 were released punctually. 

6 Comparability Page 2 
Comparability - geographical: the results for Länder are generally considered as comparable because 
uniform rules and statistical procedures are applied. 
Comparability - over time: data from migration statistics have been available since the statistics were 
introduced in 1950. The results from 1991 refer to the new territory of the Federal Republic of 
Germany. Consequently, their comparability with results of earlier years is limited. In addition, below 
Land level, some limitations are inevitable because of territorial changes. 
The year-on-year comparability of monthly and annual results as from 2016 is limited, which is due to 
methodological changes in the statistics, technical enhancements of data deliveries from population 
registers and the changeover to a new statistical processing procedure. See the long version of this 
quality report for further explanations. 
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7 Coherence Page 3 
Coherence - cross domain: migration statistics are the only source that generally shows all migrations 
of all people in Germany obliged to register. Consequently, other data sources on migrations are not 
comparable with the results of migration statistics. 
Input for other statistics: the data from migration statistics are included in the intercensal population 
updates. 

8 Dissemination and communication Page 3 
Basic data, charts and press releases: 
https://www.destatis.de/DE/Themen/Gesellschaft-Umwelt/Bevoelkerung/Wanderungen/_inhalt.html 
Dissemination format: migration statistics are presented not only online at www.destatis.de (including 
Genesis-Online) but also in cross-section publications (e.g. Data Report) and in a separate subject-
matter series for the last time in 2022. 

9 Comment Page 3 
At present further information on this topic is only available in the long version in German language 
under the following link  
https://www.destatis.de/DE/Themen/Gesellschaft-
Umwelt/Bevoelkerung/Wanderungen/_inhalt.html#sprg416490 
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